Pyes Pav School
NEWSLETTER

25 February 2010 email: administration@pyespa.school.nz
www.pyespa.school.nz
Ph: 07543 0064 Fax: 07543 0938

Greetings,

A few weeks back I surveyed the community regarding thoughts and
expectations on homework. Thanks to all who replied! Following in the
newsletter you will find a summary of feedback from the survey. Next week,
you will receive from your child’s teacher an outline of what we will do in
relation to implementing homework in the future. This outline is based on
the feedback received from the survey and considerable discussion amongst
staff.

Briefly, ‘homework’ will now be known as ‘home learning’ and will hopefully
be more user-friendly for children and parents, particularly in terms of after-
school demands. We have also shaped what we are doing school-wide to
ensure we have greater clarity with respect to expectations and more
consistency throughout the school. The two latter points directly reflect
feedback from parents.

With respect to home learning and any other questions or issues you may
have regarding your child’s education, I would urge you to communicate
regularly and openly with the class teacher. I have the same expectation of
teachers; that they strive to have regular and constructive communication
with parents. I believe if we are all working at this, then we are better placed
to ensure the child’s needs are met.

A final reminder that you are invited to come and support your children with
the annual Pyes Pa School Biathlon/Triathlon taking place tomorrow.
This is a great event with all children participating. The programme starts at
9.30 with the Biathlon events. All Triathlon events will take place starting at
11.00, after morning tea. Your child/children should know whether they are
in the Biathlon or Triathlon. If they are unsure, check with their class
teacher. See you there!

Regards,
Brendan Clarkin



http://www.pyespa.school.nz/

DIARY DATES FOR TERM 1 2010

ACTIVITY DATE POSTPONED
School assembly - 2:30pm Fri 26 Feb
Whanau Group mtg 7:30pm in staff rm Thurs 25 Feb
PTA Meeting 7pm in Jo Reid's - 347 Pyes Pa Rd Tues 23 Mar
Board of Trustees Meeting 7:15pm in staff rm Wed 31 Mar
School Triathlon - Houses Fri 26 Feb Thurs 4 Mar
KRSA Swimming Yr4-6 Wed 10 Mar
HPV Vaccination 1 - ¥Yr8 (Aquinas) Thurs 11 Mar
Junior Swimming Greerton Pools Thurs 11 Mar
Tall Poppies Swimming Yr7-8 Fri 12 Mar
Top School - Yr5/6 Sun 14 Mar
West Cluster Swimming - Yr5/6 Tues 16 Mar
Future Champions - Yr5/6 Thurs 18 Mar
Future Champions - Yr7/8 Fri 19 Mar
Talent Quest IJnr Heats Mon 22 Mar
Talent Quest Snr Heats Tues 23 Mar
KRSA Tabloids Yr1-3 Tues 23 Mar | Thurs 25 Mar
WBOP Swimming Yr7/8 Thurs 25 Mar
WBOP Swimming Yr5/6 Fri 26 Mar
Talent Quest Final Mon 29 Mar
Parent Interviews Tues 30 Mar
Term Ends Thurs 1 Apr
OFFICE HOURS - 8:30am to 3:00pm Term 1: Wed 3 Feb — Thu 1 Apr

Jenny Simpson — Mon/Tue/Wed Catherine Fitzpatrick — Thu/Fri | Term 2: Mon 19 Apr — Fri 2 July
View this newsletter on our website: www.pyespa.school.nz | Term 3: Mon 19 Jul — Fri 24 Sept

Close off day for weekly newsletter is 3pm Tuesday Term 4: Mon 11 Oct — Fri 17 Dec
Want to pay by Automatic Payment? Account Name: Pyes Pa Road BOT
Our Account is with Westpac and the details are: Account No: 03 1549 0008987 00

The following students have birthdays coming up
before our next newsletter — have a happy day!

28/02 Sunday
Caleb KORENHOFF Rm2

01/03 Monday
McKenzee WRIGHT Rm4

Whanau Group Meeting

Thursday 25 February 7.30pm in the staff room
Agenda: plan for the year
All welcome
Nau Mai Haere Mail
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Message from Public Health Nurse

Hi my name is Linda Mangan and I am the Public Health Nurse that works in
your school for your children. I visit the school on a regular basis and work
with the children and their families around a wide range of issues relating to
health and behaviour. I am happy to talk and/or meet with you to discuss any
concerns that you may have about your child.

This is a free service. Please feel free to contact me on 5773383 to discuss
any questions you may have.
Regards Linda

NEWS FROM THE PTA

The PTA had their first meeting of the year last Tuesday; it was great to catch up
with everyone and also to see some new members joining the team too!!!

The only current request for funds from the School was presented by Brendon
Clarkin who had requested funds of $805 from the PTA for Year 8's up and coming
Leadership Camp which was approved.

Brendon updated the PTA with news that the School is currently in the process of
working through a couple of initiatives that may come to fruition over the next few
months, and if successful they may require some funding from the PTA going
forward.

If you would like to find out more around what goes on at our PTA meetings, the
minutes of the meeting are available from the school on request. And we are
currently in the process of liaising with the school to get them included onto their
web-site so that everyone is able to see.

The next PTA meeting is going to be held at 7pm on the 23" March at Jo Reid’s
property at 347 Pyes Pa Road, the focus of our next meeting is all about inviting
any parents from the school who are interested in finding out what the PTA does to
come along and join us for drinks & nibbles and to meet with the current team.

Being involved in the PTA is great fun, no experience is necessary it is rewarding,
and is a great opportunity to make new friends within the community as well as
having an input into your Children's School.

2010 is going to be another big year for the PTA, and with your help as Parents
working Together will we be able to Achieve big goals benefitting our Country
School!!!

We would love to see you at our next meeting. Please feel free to come along!!!

Kind Regards
Kevin Russo, PTA Chairman




Triathlon / Biathlon

Reminder that the school Triathlon / Biathlon is being held tomorrow Friday 26 February.
Students please come in your house colours. Bikes to be parked on the tennis courts.
(Postponement Date = Thursday 4 March)

HOCKEY

The Pyes Pa School 2010 hockey season is beginning shortly.
We wi | | be taking player
teams shortly.

All ages and abilities are welcome (Yrl to Yr8).

AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITIES/SPORTS

Pyes Pa Settlers Hall For enquiries ring
DEC Term 1 commences 8th Feb 2010 DEC 576-7815 or
Ballet & Urban Dance Classes in Ballet (3-10yrs) 0800-555-DEC
Classes in Urban (5-12yrs) www.dec.co.nz
Bethlehem and Central
Ballet & Jazz/Hip Hop Beginners to Advanced Tauranga
Dance Classes Experienced Teachers Yvonne Edwards 544-1919
yesdance@xtra.co.nz
Hip Hop, Acro-Dance, Ballet,
Rhythmz Dance Co Jazz dance classes. 578 8780
www.rhythmzdanceco.co.nz
Ages 2-14
. Close to central Tauranga
BaxterLC; l;gf;:é‘ Drum Lessons for all ages Matt 570-3350 or
021-0261-4723
Drama Classes After school classes 5-16yr olds Camilla Ma
Helen O’Grady Drama Lessos include speech, music, y
) 576-4400
Academy movement and creative drama
Brazilian Soccer Programme Coach: Carlos Farias
Indoor Soccer (Futsal) Juniors (6-9yrs) 5:30-7:00pm Starts 12 Feb
Seniors (10-13yrs) 7:00-8:30pm | Merivale Action Centre (Schl)
Technics Music Academy 577-0450

Technics Music Academ Piano, Keyboard, Organ, Guitar, | Tma_tauranga@hotmail.com
y Ukulele, Recorder, Clarinet, Sax | www.webstarts.com/technicsM

offer after school lessons usicAcademy
Ages 4-8yrs
Taekwon-Do for Kidz 5:00-5:45pm Tues & Thurs Phone 579 5845

Greenpark School Dance Studio Www.itfnz.org.nz

Training in stage performance $80/term (reduction for families)

TheatreWorx including drama, theatre skills,
Tauranga Primary School music and movement Tel: 544 9340
Hall Yr2-4 Wed 3:45-4:45pm email: candcbirchall@xtra.co.nz

Yr5-8 Wed 4:30-5:30pm www.theatreworx.co.nz
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COMMUNITY NOTICE BOARD

Babysitter Available

Renomate

Reliable, ex-Pyes Pa School student,
16yr old Boy is available for

Alterations and renovations babysitting duties.

Plastering and Gib Fixing

Decking and Gardening Can help with tutoring your children

- Anything Considered — in Maths (sat NZEA Maths and
passed with Merit and Excellence).
Call Dez
07 543 1207 Please ph: Andrew Reid 543-3711or

021 022 52935 027 376 8461

( q)ec For Rent

EOUCATON CENTRE 1 Bedroom Self Contained unit for rent
on Lifestyle property in Pyes Pa
Would suit Professional person/couple
(References to be provided)

. Separate from main dwelling with Rural

Classes in Urban (512yrs : : :
For enquiries ring DEC( 576y78)15 or & Mount Views, Fitted Kitchen
Shower/ Bathroom. No Pets
0800-555-DEC,WWW.d€C.CO.nZ $200 per week inc|uding power

Call Kevin - 07 579 0689

Dance Classesat Pyes Pa Settlers Hall
Term 1 commences 8" Feb 2010
Classes in Ballet (310yrs)

Is your child up to standard?
Help your child build the foundations for
K'PM,USQKWM aca?jgmic success
gl bt Preschool, Primary, Intermediate, Secondary
tuition
Classes available during the day and after school
¢ Trained teachers

e Focus on Literacy and Numeracy

e Essay writing and study skills for Years 8 - 13

e Specialist in Dyslexia and Irlen Syndrome
Free Consultation and Assessment
www.kipmcgrath.co.nz
Phone: 578 1518 Mobile: 021 401 570
Email: kramac@clear.net.nz
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No Sweat Parent
‘Building Awesome Families’

Soin Yo for some Laugls, €un and
cloice deas for ralsing our Kids

Mount Maunganui College Hall
Maunganui Rd, Mt Maunganui

Date: Friday 5 March 2010
Time: 7:00pm - 8:30pm

Ngai Te Rangi Iwi
Taiaho Place, Whareroa, Mount Maunganui

Date: Saturday 6 March 2010
Time: 10:30am - 12:00 noon

For further information contact

Mike Mills - Tauranga Safe Oty Coordinator

Phone 07 576 6148, 027 493 7322 or mmills@pl.net
Paul Sunl??- Ng;i Te Rangi iwi Project Manager
Phone 07 575 3765 or pacra@ngaiterangl.org.nz
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Supported by: n'
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Tauranga Safe City pOl’er\flng
www. theparentingplace.com
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The Weet -bix Tryathlon 2010

The Weet-Bix Tryathlon in Tauranga is located at Memorial Park. The event starts
with a short swim in the nearby outdoor 25 metre pool. The Transition Area is
located outside of the pool complex, on the fields nearby, and the bi ke and run

legs of the Tryathlon around the field and surrounding streets.
When:  Sunday 28" March
Where: Memorial Park, Tauranga
For more information check out the following link:
http://tryathlon.weetbix.co.nz/Venues/tauranga.aspx

GREERTON MARIST JMC

JUNIOR RUGBY
WEIGH IN & REGISTRATION 2010

Wednesday 10th March 5.30pm
Sunday 21st March 10am

BRING BIRTH CERTIFICATE OR PASSPORT PLEASE!

Enquiries to the Club Office - Phone 541 0300
Or you can e -mail questions: greertonmarist@xtra.co.nz
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Pyes Pa School Homework Survey

Number of responses 33

1. Do you think your child should have homework?  Yes-27 No -2
Yes/No - 4

2. If yes, what do you think makes good homework? For example, should
it just be ‘basics’ like reading, spelling and basic facts or should it be
more comprehensive?

Response Number
Basics 18
More comprehensive 2
Overview of the week 2
Review the days work 3
Basics for younger: comprehensive for older 2
Research that supports class work or new research 2

3. How much time do you think your child should do each night?

Time Number
Up to 10 minutes 2
10 — 20 minutes 16
20 — 30 minutes 12
30 — 40 minutes 1
40 — 50 minutes 2
50 — 60 minutes 2

All times from 20 minutes and up related to Yr 4-8 children, apart from
one response.

4. General Comments:

Comment Number
Can be stressful with extra curricular activity 7
Should not detract from out of school activity 3
Homework needs to be marked and children 3
acknowledged
Should be used for developing good habits, self 5
management
A good grounding for future studies
Homework need not be every night; flexible, done over 4
a week
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Retold stories and art work from The Star Fishes by Room 4

The Star Fishes

The mother fish had told her seven babies a warning that they had to stay
near the rocks. The seven fish forgot the warning. Then Tataraimaka’ s
bl ack net caught the seven sta
like what Tataraimaka did to the fishes so he threw the net into the sky
and from that day on the seven fishes are called Matariki. The end.

By Holly Leckie-Merrick

The Star Fishes

One day 7 little fish did not keep out of the open sea. They were told to
stay by the rocks but Tataraimaka was out fishing with his net. The 7 fish
accidentally went out where Tataraimakawa s f i shi ng.

see the net. They got stuck in the net. They were thrown up to the sky to
become Matariki.

By Sam Mclnnes




