
 

Pyes Pa School 

NEWSLETTER 

6 May 2010                 email: administration@pyespa.school.nz 
  www.pyespa.school.nz 
   Ph: 07 543 0064      Fax:  07 543 0938 

Greetings, 

You will have received notification in last week’s newsletter re the BoT 
elections.  As noted, the number of valid nominations for parent 
representatives equaled the number of vacancies, so the five valid nominees 
were duly elected.   I would like to congratulate Tina Kennedy, Jeanette 
Maclennan, Maria Meehan, Keith Thompson and Greg Wilson on being elected.  
Congratulations also go to Sue Walmsley who was elected as staff 
representative on the Board of Trustees.   

Special thanks need to go to Lesley Jensen and Adrian Claydon who stood down 
at the end of the last term.  Both Lesley and Adrian have been of great service to 
our school and have also been thoroughly committed to the welfare of the 
children at Pyes Pa School.  I would especially like to acknowledge Lesley for 
her long period of service over two terms.  For much of that time, Lesley was 
Chair of the Board and a great support to me as a new principal.  Thanks 
Lesley! 

I would like to welcome Kate Rhodes to Pyes Pa School.  Kate is a College of 
Education student and will be based in Room 7 for eight weeks.  We welcome 
Kate to Pyes Pa and look forward to all she has to share with us. 

Coming up shortly we have our school Cross Country event.  This will be on 
Tuesday 25th May.  Postponement day will be the following Thursday 27th May.  
Further information will come home shortly, but for now, please mark this date 
on your calendar.  This is a whole school event, one of our key House 
competitions for the year and a great opportunity to come along and support 
your children.  See you there! 

Finally, a reminder that we are holding a Teacher-Only Day on Tuesday 8th 
June.  School will be closed on this day!  All staff will be attending a one day 
workshop on dyslexia. 

Regards,  
Brendan Clarkin 

 

 

 

http://www.pyespa.school.nz/


DIARY DATES FOR TERM 2 2010 
ACTIVITY DATE POSTPONED 
School assembly – 12pm 14 May  

Whanau Group mtg 7:30pm in Staffroom TBA  
PTA Meeting 7pm in Staffroom Tues 25 May  
Board of Trustees Meeting 7:15pm in Staffroom Wed 26 May  

HPV Vaccination 2 – Yr8 – at Pyes Pa School 11am 7 May  

Amazing Race – Yr7/8 12 May 14 May 

Scholastic Book Orders Due 14 May  

Young Leaders Day – Prefects 17 May  

School Cross Country – House Competition 25 May 27 May 

Heart Jam – 10am 28 May  

KRSA Cross Country Yr1-3 @ Kaimai School 1 Jun 3 Jun 

KRSA Cross Country Yr4-6 @ Kaimai School 1 Jun 3 Jun 

KRSA Einstein Quiz Yr5-6 @ Oropi School 2 Jun  

Queens Birthday – No School 7 Jun  

Teacher Only Day – No School 8 Jun  

Parent workshop sponsored by Dyslexia 

Foundation @ Baypark – 7pm 
8 Jun 

 

Tall Poppies Cross Country – Yr7/8  9 Jun 11 Jun 

ICAS Science 9 Jun  

Central Tall Poppies Cross Country – Yr7/8 9 Jun 11 Jun 

West Cluster Cross Country Yr4-6 10 Jun 15 Jun 

West Cluster Einstein Quiz Yr5-6 16 Jun  

ICAS Writing 22 Jun  

Junior Production 
23 Jun (day) 

24 Jun (evening) 

Central Tall Poppies Cross Country – Yr7/8 25 Jun  

Reports Home  25 Jun  

WBOP Cross Country Yr7-8 25 Jun  

WBOP Cross Country Yr4-6 29 Jun  

WBOP Einstein Quiz Yr5-6 30 Jun @ 7pm  
 

 

OFFICE HOURS – 8:30am to 3:30pm 

Jenny Simpson - Mon/Tues/Wed Catherine Fitzpatrick - Thur/Fri 
View this newsletter on our website:  www.pyespa.school.nz 

Close off day for weekly newsletter is 3pm Tuesday 

Term 1: Wed 3 Feb – Thu 1 April 
Term 2: Mon 19 Apr – Fri 2 July 
Term 3:  Mon 19 July – Fri 24 Sept 
Term 4:  Mon 11 Oct – Fri 17 Dec 

Want to pay by Automatic Payment?   
Our Account is with Westpac and the details are: 

Account Name: Pyes Pa Road BOT 
Account No: 03 1549 0008987 00 

Cup Cakes and Drinks for Sale 

Outside Rm4 Friday - $1ea 

http://www.pyespa.school.nz/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This months meeting was a bit nostalgic for Adrian Claydon and I as we step off the 

BOT. We leave the Board in the experienced hands with Tina Kennedy, Maria 

Meehan, Sue Walmsley, Keith Thompson and of course Brendan Clarkin providing 

continuity. We send a big welcome to the newly appointed Jeanette Maclennan and 

Greg Wilson who will bring fresh ideas & energy. 

 

Highlights from this months meeting include a strengthening of our schools financial 

position. This results from steady growth in the school role and prudent management 

of the budget.  

 

The school Charter has been updated and includes an expanded school vision taken 

from the community survey response of what we as parents want from our school. 

This will be available from the Office if you would like to look at it. We heard our 

staff have made good progress on the implementation of the new National Standards 

and will be in a position to report back to parents later this year.  

 

The BOT is looking to fund additional resources to achieve further gains in reading 

for our students these include giving students more “reading mileage” and the 

purchase of some effective learning tools. Parents will also be encouraged to get 

behind these projects to lift the level of reading in our school. Student achievement 

is followed closely by the BOT to ensure that we are targeting our resources 

effectively and that students are progressing as they should. 

 

We are about to enter the next 5 year period for Property Maintenance when the 

BOT have to produce a plan of proposed projects that need to take priority. Whilst 

the funding from the Ministry of Education has increased so too have the costs of 

keeping buildings and equipment in good repair so it is always an important task for 

the BOT. 

 

Next month you will be hearing from the new BOT I wish them all the best and thank 

them for taking on this important task. 

 

Lesley Jensen 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

DEEPEST SYMPATHY TO THE MACPHAIL FAMILY 
 

Adam MacPhail a long time Pyes Pa resident passed away on Tuesday 4 May.  
Pyes Pa Staff and Students would like to extend their deepest sympathy to all his 

family and friends. 
 

 

Whanau Raffle 

The Whanau Group have organised a raffle - Prize = $100 

Tickets are $2.00 and are available from the School Office 
 

DYSLEXIA SEMINAR 
Improving Titeracy and Numeracy Standards  

 

Tues 8 June,  7:00-8:30pm 
BayPark Conference Centre 

 

Neil Mackay and the 4D Team are presenting to parents on Tuesday 8 June 
at 7pm at Baypark Conference Centre. They will be discussing improving the 
Literacy and Numeracy standards in the context of the new National 
Curriculum. This workshop is being facilitated by the Dyslexia Foundation of 
New Zealand.  

For more information please go to www.4d.org.nz/workshops/tauranga/ or  

Contact Hilary Zapata or Ruth Fletcher on 578 4401 ext 134 or ext 135 

 

 

 

The following students have birthdays coming up 
before the next newsletter – have a happy day! 

06/05 Thursday 

Kaylee BREINGAN Rm4 7.0yrs 

09/05 Sunday 

Bailey BERNTSEN Rm5 7.11yrs 

10/05 Monday 

Alana TOWNSEND Rm3 6.11yrs 

Lauren RUSSO Rm8 9.11yrs 

11/05 Tuesday 

Madison SYKES Rm8 10.11yrs 

12/05 Wednesday 

Amber WATCHORN Rm5 7.11yrs 

13/05 Thursday 

Reece GARRETT Rm7 11.11yrs 
  

 



- S P O R T - 
 

Hockey 
Minkey / Funsticks starts next week May 15th 

For draws and info please visit www.tgahockey.co.nz 

Have an awesome season – Gordon Blair 

Intermediate Hockey Draw 

Fri 7 May  4:30pm    THC W2 
Country Flyers vs TIS Girls B  

Maxi Hockey Draw 

Sat 8 May   9:45am   THC W2 
Pyes Pa Maxi vs St Marys Hurricanes 4 

Sat 8 May  10:35am    THC W2 
Pyes Pa Maxi vs KPS QuickCats 4 

Mini Hockey Draw 

 Sat 8 May    11:10am    Blake Park – Sand S3 
Te Ranga Titans vs Matua Lions 

Sat 8 May    9:50am    Blake Park – Grass A 
Te Ranga Raiders vs St TM Leopards 

 

 

 

 

 

Netball Draw 

Y7/8 – TPPs Silver Comets vs Otumoetai Int Purple 
Sat 8 May, 10:40am Ct 14 

 

Y5/6 – TPPs Magic Ferns vs St Mary’s Diamonds 
Sat 8 May, 9:50am Ct 18 

 

Y3/4 – Pyes Pa Ferns vs Pillans Silver Shooters 
Thurs 6 May, 4pm Ct 4 

 

****  Please be at games 30 minutes beforehand **** 
 

 

 

 

http://www.tgahockey.co.nz/


Sports Reports 
Blue Rovers Kiwis Soccer - Grade 5/6 
Another exciting game for our team. The rain did not dampen the 
spirits of our young eager players.  Playing BC Katipos, who won 3-0. 
Callum Berntsen was Player of the Day.  Special thanks to Janet Bilbe 
for braving the weather and encouraging our youngsters. 

Blue Rovers Buccaneers Soccer 
The Buccaneers played Mount Eagles at Morland Fox Park last Saturday.  
Luckily the rain departed just as the game started.  It was a well fort game 
ending in a 0-0 draw.  Player of the day was Liam Oliver (from Oropi 
school).  Thanks to Mr Blair for coming down and cheering on the team.  
This Saturday we are at Morland Fox Park at 10:30 playing agains Blue 
Rovers Cobras. 

 

Maxi Hockey Report 
Last years minis are now all Maxi players.  Welcome back all of last years 
players and welcome aboard to our four new players.  This season sees us 
playing all our games on the turf, no more grass which is brilliant albeit 
faster and on a much larger playing field. 
  
Saturdays games were both just twenty minutes long giving the teams a 
chance to sort out where old and new players needed to be situated on the 
turf.  Our first game saw us drawing at nil all.  The majority of the game 
was played down at our end of the field but unfortunately we were unable 
to place a goal.  The second game finally saw us scoring two goals near 
the end of the game finishing with a win of 2-0 and a pretty good idea of 
where our players should be positioned.   

Fiona Kehely (coach) 
 

 

HOUSE POINTS – TERM 2 WEEK 3 

WEKA  2035  

TUI  1885 

KEA  1860 

KAKA  1585 
 

 



 

 

 

Community Notice Board 

No Sweat Parenting 
-  Manaaki Whanau -  

No Sweat Parenting with Pio Terei, 
screens on Māori Television on 

Tuesday nights at 7:30pm 

Numicon Maths 

Training 

Thursday 20 May 

Bureta Park Motor Inn, Grange Rm 

For more info see www.numicon.co.nz 

and www.akoranga.co.nz or 

Shirley Dunstan 

shirley@sxhort.co.nz or 543-2123 

NZ Sign Language Week  

2-8 May 
NZSL Fun Day @ Historic Village - 

11am to 2pm Saturday 8th May 

Contact Marlene Helms – 571-5930 

or marlene.helms@deaf.org.nz 

 

 
óHeat Pump Drive for Schoolsô 

For every heat pump a parent, 
family friend or staff member 

purchases  between 13 Mar - 30 Jun, 
the school earns a points towards a 

free heat pump for school.  

 

AFFCO Cash for Schools Scheme 

AFFCO will pay Pyes Pa School for every famer who signs up and supplies 

their bobby calves to AFFCO 

(when our school is nominated) 
For more information and enrolment forms see www.affco.co.nz 

Art Workshops with Sharon OõCallaghan 
  

Wed 19 May  9am- 3ish  $65 
Wed 2 June  9am - 3ish  $65 

Sat/Sun 5&6 June   $100 

(Queenõs Bõday Wkend)(1½ Days) 

Wed  16 June  9am-3ish  $65 
Sat 3 July  9am-3ish  $65 

Kids School Holiday Workshops 
Wed 7 & 14 July 

 

 

 

http://www.numicon.co.nz/
http://www.akoranga.co.nz/
mailto:shirley@sxhort.co.nz
http://www.affco.co.nz/


 

Book Wee k!  

Look what is  

happening next week... 
 

Book Fair  

Monday 10/05/10 

Pyes Pa School will be holding a Book Fair in the 

hall from 3.00.  Come along and spend your 

pocket money on a great range of books from the Scholastic Book Club. 

 
PJõs and Hot Chocolate Evening  

Thursday 13/05/10 

An optional evening for all those children who love to listen to a good story! 

Come back to school at 6.00 dressed in your PJ’s to listen to librarians 

read their favourite pick of books.  Afterwards hot drinks will be served to 

everyone. 

 
Book character day 

Friday 14/05/10 

Come to school dressed as your favourite book character.  We will have a school wide 

parade and awards will be given to the best dressed Junior and Senior 

student.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Max 

Max is my dog.  He is my 
pet. 

Max has very good legs.  
He has a very wiggly tail. 

Max eats a lot of food.  He 
also drinks water. 

Max lives in my house. 

By Callum Russo.  Year 3 

My Pet Kirikiri 

Kirikiri is my cat.  He is a boy. 

He has black fur. 

My cat loves climbing trees.  I 
climb the trees with him. 

He lives sometimes inside 
and sometimes outside. 

By Grace Pettigrew.  Year 2 

Room 3 are learning to write reports  


